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Cover Letter 
Dear Hiring Manager,  
 

I am writing to you to apply for the position of intern at your company. I am currently taking a 
year out after obtaining a 2:1 in Economics at the University of Bristol; in August of 2016, I will be 
attending the ESADE Business School in Barcelona to study a Masters in Finance. 
 
 Throughout my studies of economics, I became interested in finance. I gained exposure to finance 
in modules such as International Finance, where we looked at the dynamic markets of currencies, and 
Introduction to Accounting, where we were introduced to financial accounting. I became involved with 
the Bristol Banking & Investment Society and followed the markets outside my studies.  
 
 Working at PwC in the Transaction Services department further affirmed my interest in the 
financial industry - more specifically, the fast-paced investment world. The main projects I worked on 
were a buy side transaction of a large German bank and a smaller Swiss M&A, where I provided analysis 
of the cost base and the transitional agreements of the target firm. From this experience, I gained a 
holistic insight into the investment industry. 
 
 In order to continue my exploration of the financial industry both practically and theoretically, I 
have decided to study a Masters in Finance. However, before the commencement of the programme in 
August, I am using the time to gain more work experience in finance and to travel. After obtaining my 
masters degree, I hope to pursue a career in finance; work experience before starting my masters and 
consequently full-time job will allow me to orientate myself within finance. I would like to combine this 
with travelling, and experiencing new cultures, as this is something I enjoy. I have previously taught 
English as a volunteer in China and I will be interning in Cape Town in the finance department of 
GreatSoft CRM for three months. Working in Singapore would be an ideal location to continue given its 
status as an international financial centre with an extremely diverse population. 
 

I believe that I am a suitable candidate for the role as I have developed skills during previous 
internships that will allow me to be a valuable intern. I have worked as an intern in the past for 
International Executive Services - Tax department at KPMG in Zurich, where I worked with an 
international team and offices all over the world preparing global compensation data for clients. 
Throughout the internship, I demonstrated my analytical and communication skills, as well as my ability 
to work collaboratively in a team of people with a variety of backgrounds and ages. I worked in 
conjunction with offices on different continents that were accustomed to a different work ethic and 
standard, which required clear communications from my part. I also learnt about the importance of the 
attention to detail and coping with strict deadlines to exceed the clients’ high expectations. This required a 
strong work ethic as well as the ability to work on multiple projects simultaneously and sometimes make 
judgment calls on which tasks to prioritize. Additionally, my international exposure allows me to adapt 
for foreign environments with little reluctance and my ability to speak English, German, Dutch and Swiss 
German may also be of use. 
 

The combination of these past experiences and skills, as well as my commercial awareness, makes 
me a valuable intern. I would be happy to discuss this application and my experiences in more detail. I 
look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Sincerley, 
Maarten Smeele 
 
 


